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NOTICE TO 

FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY USERS 

Communities participating in the National Flood Insurance Program have 

established repositories of flood hazard data for floodplain management and 

flood insurance purposes.  This Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report may not 

contain all data available within the Community Map Repository. Please 

contact the Community Map Repository for any additional data. 

 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) may revise and 

republish part or all of this FIS report at any time.  In addition, FEMA may 

revise part of this FIS report by the Letter of Map Revision process, which does 

not involve republication or redistribution of the FIS report.  Therefore, users 

should consult with community officials and check the Community Map 

Repository to obtain the most current FIS report components. 

 

Selected Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) panels for this community contain 

information that was previously shown separately on the corresponding Flood 

Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) panels (e.g., floodways, cross sections). 

In addition, former flood hazard zone designations have been changed as 

follows: 

 

 Old Zone(s) New Zone 

 Al through A30 AE 

 B X 

 C X 

 
Initial Countywide FIS Effective Date: To Be Determined 
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5.0 INSURANCE APPLICATIONS 

Zone AH 

 

Zone AH is the flood insurance risk zone that corresponds to the areas of 1-percent-

annual-chance shallow flooding (usually areas of ponding) where average depths are 

between 1 and 3 feet. Whole-foot BFEs derived from the detailed hydraulic analyses are 

shown at selected intervals within this zone. 

 

Zone AO 

 

Zone AO is the flood insurance risk zone that corresponds to the areas of 1-percent-

annual-chance shallow flooding (usually sheet flow on sloping terrain) where average 

depths are between 1 and 3 feet. Average whole-foot base flood depths derived from the 

detailed hydraulic analyses are shown within this zone. 

 

Zone AR 

 

Zone AR is the flood insurance risk zone that corresponds to an area of special flood 

hazard formerly protected from the 1-percent-annual-chance flood event by a flood-

control system that was subsequently decertified. Zone AR indicates that the former 

flood-control system is being restored to provide protection from the 1-percent-annual-

chance or greater flood event. 

 

Zone A99 

 

Zone A99 is the flood insurance risk zone that corresponds to areas of the 1-percent-

annual-chance floodplain that will be protected by a Federal flood protection system 

where construction has reached specified statutory milestones. No BFEs or depths are 

shown within this zone. 

 

Zone V 

 

Zone V is the flood insurance risk zone that corresponds to the 1-percent-annual-chance 

coastal floodplains that have additional hazards associated with storm waves. Because 

approximate hydraulic analyses are performed for such areas, no BFEs are shown within 

this zone. 

 

Zone VE 

 

Zone VE is the flood insurance risk zone that corresponds to the 1-percent-annual-chance 

coastal floodplains that have additional hazards associated with storm waves. Whole-foot 

BFEs derived from the detailed hydraulic analyses are shown at selected intervals within 

this zone. 
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Zone X 

 

Zone X is the flood insurance risk zone that corresponds to areas outside the 0.2-percent-

annual-chance floodplain, areas within the 0.2-percent-annual-chance floodplain, areas of 

1-percent-annual-chance flooding where average depths are less than 1 foot, areas of 1-

percent-annual-chance flooding where the contributing drainage area is less than 1 square 

mile, and areas protected from the 1-percent-annual-chance flood by levees. No BFEs or 

base flood depths are shown within this zone. 

 

Zone X (Future Base Flood) 

 

Zone X (Future Base Flood) is the flood insurance risk zone that corresponds to the 1-

percent-annual-chance floodplains that are determined based on future-conditions 

hydrology. No BFEs or base flood depths are shown within this zone. 

 

Zone D 

 

Zone D is the flood insurance risk zone that corresponds to unstudied areas where flood 

hazards are undetermined, but possible. 

6.0 FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP 

The FIRM is designed for flood insurance and floodplain management applications. 

 

For flood insurance applications, the map designates flood insurance risk zones as 

described in Section 5.0 and, in the 1-percent-annual-chance floodplains that were 

studied by detailed methods, shows selected whole-foot BFEs or average depths.  

Insurance agents use the zones and BFEs in conjunction with information on structures 

and their contents to assign premium rates for flood insurance policies. 

 

For floodplain management applications, the map shows by tints, screens, and symbols, 

the 1- and 0.2-percent-annual-chance floodplains, floodways, and the locations of 

selected cross sections used in the hydraulic analyses and floodway computations. 

 

The countywide FIRM presents flooding information for the geographic area of Fayette 

County. Previously, FIRMs were prepared for each incorporated community of the 

County identified as flood-prone. This countywide FIRM also includes flood hazard 

information that was presented separately on Flood Boundary and Floodway Maps 

(FBFMs), where applicable. Historical data relating to the maps prepared for each 

community are presented in Table 14, “Community Map History.” 
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7.0 OTHER STUDIES 

This FIS report either supersedes or is compatible with all previous studies published on 

streams studied in this report and should be considered authoritative for the purposes of 

the NFIP.   

 

 

8.0 LOCATION OF DATA 

Information concerning the pertinent data used in preparation of this study can be 

obtained by contacting the Natural and Technological Hazards Division, FEMA, Liberty 

Square Building (Second Floor), 105 South Seventh Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

19106. 
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Table 11 – Community Map History  

 

COMMUNITY 
NAME 

INITIAL 
IDENTIFICATION 

FLOOD HAZARD 
BOUNDARY MAP 
REVISIONS DATE 

FIRM  
EFFECTIVE DATE 

FIRM  
REVISIONS DATE 

Belle Vernon, Borough of January 16, 1974 May 21, 1976 July 16, 1981 November 16, 1995 

Brownsville, Borough of August 2, 1974 April 9, 1976 September 16, 1981 November 16, 1995 

Brownsville, Township of December 20, 1974 None February 17, 1982 November 16, 1995 

Bullskin, Township of January 27, 1974 None April 16, 1991  

Connellsville, City of November 30, 1973 None March 1, 1978  

Connellsville, Township of December 20, 1974 None July 16,1991  

Dawson, Borough of December 20, 1974 None July 16, 1991  

Dunbar, Borough of May 31, 1974 April 16, 1976 March 18, 1991  

Dunbar, Township of December 27, 1974 December 26, 1980 July 4, 1988  

Everson, Borough of July 26, 1974 June 4, 1976 August 1, 1979 December 6, 2002 

Fairchance, Borough of July 26, 1974 April 16, 1976 April 16, 1991  

Fayette City, Borough of February 22, 1974 April 16, 1976 February 3, 1982 December 19, 1995 

Franklin, Township of December 6, 1974 None March 18, 1991  

Georges, Township of January 24, 1975 None April 16, 1991  
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FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

 

FAYETTE COUNTY, PA 
(ALL JURISDICTIONS) 

COMMUNITY MAP HISTORY 
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COMMUNITY 
NAME 

INITIAL 
IDENTIFICATION 

FLOOD HAZARD 
BOUNDARY MAP 
REVISIONS DATE 

FIRM  
EFFECTIVE DATE 

FIRM  
REVISIONS DATE 

German, Township of January 3, 1975 January 23, 1981 April 16, 1991 April 3, 1996 

Henry Clay, Township of December 6, 1974 None February 1, 1980  

Jefferson, Township of January 3, 1975 None June 1, 1979 September 30, 1995 

Lower Tyrone, Township of December 6, 1974 None March 4, 1988  

Luzerne, Township of December 27, 1974 None March 1, 1982  

Markleysburg, Borough of October 15, 1976 None June 19, 1985  

Masontown, Borugh of  January 17, 1975 None September 4, 1991 February 2, 1995 

Menallen, Township of December 27, 1974 None April 16, 1991  

Newell, Borough of June 28, 1974 April 23, 1976 April 15, 1981 November 16, 1995 

Nicholson, Township of February 14, 1975 None September 4, 1991 September 6, 1995 

North Union, Township of December 27, 1974 October 24, 1980 April 16, 1991  

Ohiopyle, Borough of January 31, 1975 March 19, 1976 December 13, 1974  

Perry, Township of December 13, 1974 None April 15, 1982  
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FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

 

FAYETTE COUNTY, PA 
(ALL JURISDICTIONS) 

COMMUNITY MAP HISTORY 
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COMMUNITY 
NAME 

INITIAL 
IDENTIFICATION 

FLOOD HAZARD 
BOUNDARY MAP 
REVISIONS DATE 

FIRM  
EFFECTIVE DATE 

FIRM  
REVISIONS DATE 

Perryopolis, Borough of July 22, 1977 None February 3, 1982  

Point Marion, Borough of November 15, 1974 None July 4, 1988 June 16, 1995 

Redstone, Township of January 17, 1975 None January 6, 1982  

Saltlick, Township of November 15, 1974 None March 18, 1991  

Smithfield, Borough of None None None  

South Connellsville, Borough of None None None  

South Union, Township of January 3, 1975 December 12, 1980 April 16, 1991  

Springfield, Township of December 27, 1974 None April 16, 1991  

Springhill, Township of January 6, 1978 None March 18, 1991 April 17, 1995 

Stewart, Township of December 13, 1974 None March 14, 1980  

Uniontown, City of June 14, 1974 None May 1, 1978  

Upper Tyrone, Township of November 30, 1973 June 18, 1976 March 15, 1979 December 6, 2002 

Vanderbilt, Borough of January 31, 1975 None January 1, 1987  

Washington, Township of December 20, 1974 None January 20, 1982 September 6, 1995 

Wharton, Township of January 24, 1975 May 2, 1980 January 1, 1987  
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FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

 

FAYETTE COUNTY, PA 
(ALL JURISDICTIONS) 

COMMUNITY MAP HISTORY 
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