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November 17, 2015


	
The Honorable Randy Harris
County Administrator
13150 80th Terrace
Live Oak, Florida  32060
	Prelim-EAP
Community Name:
	
Suwannee County (Unincorporated Areas)
Florida

	
	Community No.:
	120300




Dear Administrator Harris:

Enclosed are Preliminary copies of the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for Suwannee County, Florida and Incorporated Areas for your review and comment.  This preliminary version of the FIRM and FIS report incorporates updated flood hazard information for the Suwannee River prepared by Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD). We have revised only those FIRM panels with updated flood hazard information.

These products were developed as a part of a the FEMA Risk MAP project for the Upper Suwannee Watershed, and are separate from the preliminary map products you received on February 27, 2015.  Prior to development of these preliminary map products, a Risk MAP Discovery meeting was held on August 7, 2012 for the Upper Suwannee Watershed, and was attended by representatives from Suwannee County, FEMA, SRWMD, and their study contractors.  At this meeting, study requests and priorities were received from the communities and documented by SRWMD and their study contractors.  Subsequent to those meetings, several one-on-one project update meetings were held during the summer of 2014, and a combined Flood Risk Review and Risk MAP Resilience Meeting was held on June 23, 2015 for the Upper Suwannee Watershed.  At the Flood Risk Review and Resilience meeting, communities of the Upper Suwannee Watershed were provided with non-regulatory Risk MAP products and datasets, and were advised on their use in understanding and reducing flood risk.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]We are sending the Preliminary copies at this time to give your community an opportunity to review them.  Additionally, in an effort to assist you in circulating the information, FEMA has posted digital copies of the [revised] FIRM and FIS report material online.  To view Preliminary Flood Hazard Data, visit www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata.  

We will contact you shortly to schedule a formal Preliminary DFIRM Community Coordination (PDCC) meeting to discuss the revised flood hazard information, ordinance adoption, and other frequently asked questions and concerns.  In the meantime, we encourage you to circulate the enclosed copies as widely as possible among elected officials, staff, and other individuals or organizations in the community that would have an interest in the FIRM and FIS report so that they will have the opportunity to review them thoroughly before the formal community coordination meeting.  The review period provides community officials and citizens in the affected communities with an opportunity to identify changes or corrections to non-technical information, such as corporate limits, road names, and stream names on the FIRM or in the FIS report.  Please submit comments to:
Suwannee River Water Management District
c/o Brian Kauffman
9225 CR 49
Live Oak, FL  32060

Comments (digital format such as shapefiles preferred) must be submitted no later than 30 days from the date of this letter.  All comments and changes received during this review period will be incorporated, as appropriate, before the FIRM and FIS report become effective.   

After the PDCC Meeting, we will initiate a statutory 90-day appeal period for certain communities within Suwannee County.  A statutory 90-day appeal period is required when FEMA adds or modifies Base (1-percent-annual-chance) Flood Elevations (BFEs), base flood depths, SFHAs, flood zone designations, or regulatory floodways within a community, as shown on the Preliminary FIRM.  If your community is identified as requiring an appeal period, we will send you a letter approximately 2 weeks before the start of the 90-day appeal period to detail the appeal process.  The letter will forward information regarding notifications to be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER and local newspaper(s) and will provide the first and second publication dates.  The appeal period will start on the second newspaper publication date.  Additional information concerning the 90-day appeal period will be provided during the PDCC Meeting.

After the review and appeal periods have ended and we have addressed all comments/appeals, we will initiate final preparation of the FIRM and FIS report.  The new FIRM and FIS report for your community will become effective approximately 7 to 10 months later.  Before the effective date, you will be notified in writing of the official FIRM and FIS report effective date and asked to adopt floodplain ordinances or modify existing ordinances as necessary that correspond with the new FIRM or FIS report.  If you or other community officials have any questions regarding floodplain ordinances, you may raise them with our FEMA Regional Office at (770) 220-5406 or you may discuss those issues with Steve Martin, your State NFIP Coordinator at (850) 922-5269.  Several months before the effective date, we will mail one set of printed copies of the finalized FIRM and FIS report and digital copies of the map and report products.  

Your community’s comments on the Preliminary FIRM panels and FIS report are an important part of our review process, and we will consider them carefully before we publish the FIRM and FIS report in their final form.  If you have any questions regarding the Preliminary copies of the FIRM and FIS report, please contact Mr. Brian Kauffman, SRWMD, at (386) 352-1001, or Ms. Kristen Martinenza, FEMA Region IV Project Officer assigned to your community at (770) 220-5200, for assistance.  If you have general questions about mapping issues, please call our FEMA Map Information eXchange (FMIX), toll free, at (877) 336-2627 (877-FEMA MAP) or e-mail our FMIX staff at FEMAMapSpecialist@riskmapcds.com.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10][bookmark: OLE_LINK30][bookmark: OLE_LINK31]Sincerely,					

Robert E. Lowe, Chief				Brian Kauffman, PE
Risk Analysis Branch 				Senior Professional Engineer
FEMA Region IV				Suwannee River Water Management District


Enclosures:
Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps and Flood Insurance Study
DVD containing Preliminary Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map Database



[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]cc:  	Steve Martin, State NFIP Coordinator 
	Ronald Meeks, Community Floodplain Administrator 


bcc:   Moises Dugan, Regional Director R04-MT (via mail, without enclosures)
	Kristen Martinenza, Region IV RA Project Engineer (via email, without enclosures)
	Prasad Inmula, Region IV FM&I (via email, without enclosures)
	Henrietta Williams, Region IV Outreach Specialist (via email, without enclosures)
	John Newcomb-Thompson, RSC4 (via email, without enclosures)
			CTP Case File
          FEDD File
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