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IN REPLY REFER TO: COMMENT RES
[bookmark: _GoBack]October 18, 2016	

Mr. Mark Stransky, P.E., CFM				Community:  Washington County, Maryland
Washington County							(Unincorpated Areas)
Floodplain Manager and Plan Reviewer			Community No. 240070
80 West Baltimore Street
Hagerstown, MD 21740

Dear Mr. Stransky:

This letter is in response to your letter dated August 11, 2015, regarding the Revised Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for Washington County, MD and Incorporated Areas, dated March 31, 2015.  We resolved all of your comments in a response letter dated July 22, 2016, with the exception of your comment regarding Little Antietam Creek I, for which we reported additional analysis was being performed and the resolution would be forthcoming.  We are now pleased to present the updated modeling and mapping results from a two-dimensional hydraulic model for Little Antietam Creek I.  Please note, because no technical or scientific was submitted by the community for this area of interest, your request is not considered an appeal based on the data requirements defined in Title 44, Chapter I, Part 67 of the Code of Federal Regulations (44 CFR Part 67).  Additionally, your comment was submitted before the 90-day appeal period for the aforementioned Revised Preliminary FIRM and FIS report.  Nevertheless, your comment for Little Antietam Creek I (specifically between Smithsburg Pike and Wild Geese Lane) prompted additionl engineering review which in turn revealed localized complexities of the area and limitations of the previously developed hydraulic model.  

Therefore, we have determined that the proposed floodplain for Little Antietam Creek I as shown on the Revised Preliminary FIRM dated March 31, 2015should now be revised.  In addition to reduced flood elevations and floodplain width/extent, a significant area of the right overbank contains an average flood depth less than one foot, and therefore, the zone designation is now changed to “Shaded Zone X”, a classification with a lower associated risk than the original “A” zone designation.

We ask that you review the enclosed revised Preliminary FIRM panels to verify that the updated flood hazard data for this comment resolution has been satisfactorily incorporated, where appropriate.  Please submit any comments regarding this comment resolution within 30 days of the date of this letter to the following address:



Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Mitigation Division
615 Chestnut Street
One Independence Mall, Sixth Floor
Phladelphia, PA 19106-4404
Attention: Robert Pierson, Senior Project Engineer

We are also enclosing a Revised Preliminary Summary of Map Actions (SOMA) so that your community will know how previously issued Letters of Map Change (LOMCs) are impacted by the ongoing countywide mapping update.  The enclosed SOMA includes all LOMCs for your community, so that you have a full accounting.  However, please note that the only updates in the enclosed SOMA compared to the one you received with the Revised Preliminary FIRMs and FIS, dated March 31, 2015, is the incorporation of Letter of Map Revision (08-03-0660P) and the categorization of approximately 18 new LOMCs (amendments) that have been issued over the last year.  For all other LOMCs in your community, the previous determinations and categorizations on the SOMA dated March 31, 2015 have not changed.

To assist your community in public dissemination of this revised preliminary information, we have posted the enclosed Revised Preliminary map panels to the FEMA Map Service Center (MSC), under the Preliminary Products category for Washington County, MD and Incorporated Areas.  Also now on the MSC, we have posted the map enclosures with revised Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs) that you previously received with the July 22, 2016 comment resolution letter and the April 25, 2016 appeal resolution letter for the Town of Sharpsburg.  Combined, those previously revised SFHAs include the incorporation of Letter of Map Revision 08-03-0660P (including components in the Flood Insurance Study report), the extended 0.2% annual chance backwater effects from Antietam Creek on Tributary No. 67 (which had previously been inadvertently truncated), the upstream extent of Sideling Hill Creek which previously didn’t fully extend to the county boundary, the revised Zone A delineation along Downey Branch in the vicinity of Avis Mill Road, and the portion of Tributary No. 105 upstream of Alley 5 that was truncated by the April 25, 2016 appeal resolution in the Town of Sharpsburg.  In summary, all FIRM panels with revised SFHAs from the April 25, 2016 appeal resolution letter, the July 22, 2016 comment resolution letter, and now this resolution letter for Little Antietam Creek I have been stamped as Revised Preliminary, dated October 13, 2016, and made available at the FEMA MSC – www.msc.fema.gov – under the Preliminary Products category for Washington County.

If you feel that the technical issues originally raised have not been adequately addressed by this or previous resolution letters and that an acceptable resolution will not be feasible through the submittal of additional comments as outlined above, please note that FEMA makes Scientific Resolution Panels (SRPs) available to support the appeal resolution process.  SRPs are independent panels of experts in hydrology, hydraulics, and other pertinent sciences established to review conflicting scientific and technical data and provide recommendations for resolution.  An SRP is an option after FEMA and a local community have been engaged in a collaborative consultation process without a mutually acceptable resolution. 

Your community may contact me at at (215) 931-5650 for additional information on the specific eligibility requirements for the SRP or refer to the enclosed SRP Fact Sheet. To request that an SRP review your scientific or technical data, your community must complete the enclosed SRP Request Form and submit it to the address above within 30 days of the date of this letter.  

If we do not receive any comments or the completed SRP Request Form from your community during the 30-day review period associated with this resolution, we will finalize the FIRM and FIS report by issuing a Letter of Final Determination (LFD), currently scheduled for February, 2017.  The LFD will explain the adoption/compliance process and will state the date when the FIRM and FIS report will become effective.

We appreciate your community's comments and commitment to having the most accurate flood hazard information available reflected on the FIRM and in the FIS report.  If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me by telephone at (215) 931-5650 or by e-mail at Robert.Pierson@fema.dhs.gov.  

Sincerely,
[image: ]


Robert Pierson
Senior Project Engineer
             FEMA Region III

Enclosures:
 Revised Preliminary FIRM panels 24043C0025D, 24043C0143D, 24043C0165D, 24043C0170D,  
   24043C0290D, and 24043C0378D
 Revised Preliminary FIS report
 Revised Preliminary Summary of Map Actions (SOMA)
 SRP Fact Sheet
 SRP Request Form 

cc:  	The Honorable Terry L. Baker, Washington County, President, Board of County Commissioners
             Mr. Dave Guignet, Maryland Department of the Environment
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